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The Senate met at 10:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable BEN
RAY LUJAN, a Senator from the State
of New Mexico.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, we find rest in the shad-
ow of Your protection. Shield our law-
makers in their work with Your love so
that they may grow in wisdom.

Lord, show them how to use today’s
fleeting minutes for Your glory, be-
coming Your instruments to permit
Your Kingdom to thrive on Earth.
Sanctify their thoughts as they re-
member that, because of You, they live
and move and have their being.

We praise You this day, O God, for
You are the alpha and omega, the be-
ginning and the end.

We pray in Your great Name. Amen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the following letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, July 28, 2021.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable BEN RAY LUJAN, a
Senator from the State of New Mexico, to
perform the duties of the Chair.

PATRICK J. LEAHY,
President pro tempore.

Senate

Mr. LUJAN thereupon assumed the
Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

———
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized.

———
CAPITOL SECURITY

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, yes-
terday, our colleagues Chairman LEAHY
and Ranking Member SHELBY an-
nounced a bipartisan agreement on
emergency funding for several pressing
security matters.

The Appropriations Committee set
out to address three key priorities:

First, reimbursing the costs incurred
by the Capitol Police, the National
Guard, and other law enforcement for
their assistance during and after the
January 6 attack on the Capitol; and
providing for necessary repairs and se-
curity updates to the Capitol Complex.

Second, addressing a shortfall from
the efforts to keep Congress a safe and
functional workplace during the pan-
demic this past year and a half. This is
everything from PPE to overtime pay
for staff.

And, third, some urgent support for
our Afghan partners who have assisted
in the fight against terrorism and now
seek to flee the deteriorating situation
brought about by the administration’s
literally disastrous decision to abandon
that country.

We owe a real debt to the men and
women of the Capitol Police, DC Metro
Police, National Guard, and other
agencies who helped secure and protect
our workplace. We are grateful to sup-
port staff, from the Architect of the

Capitol’s team to the Attending Physi-
cian’s office, to the Sergeant at Arms,
who have worked day and night keep-
ing us functioning safely throughout
the pandemic.

And we intend to keep our Nation’s
promises to brave Afghans who have
taken great risks to help Americans
and our partners fight the terrorists.

So I applaud the bipartisan work of
our colleagues. I am sure neither side
finds the compromise perfect, but I be-
lieve that both sides should and will
agree it is absolutely necessary.

————
VOTING RIGHTS

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, now
on a different matter, the massive,
massive taxing-and-spending spree that
Democrats want to ram through this
summer has problems that go even be-
yond inflation, rising costs, and mas-
sive tax hikes.

The problem is not just Democrats’
jaw-dropping $3.5 trillion pricetag. It is
also the long list of bad liberal policies
that this reckless taxing-and-spending
spree is supposed to purchase.

I spoke yesterday about just a few of
those bad ideas. They are talking about
amnesty for illegal immigrants, social-
ist price-fixing that would leave us
with fewer new prescription drugs,
fewer new treatments, and fewer new
cures.

They want to permanently change
the child tax credit into welfare with
no—no—work requirements; smuggle
in big chunks of the Green New Deal.

And in case all of this were not
enough, some Senate Democrats want
to use this taxing-and-spending spree
to grab control over all 50 States’ elec-
tion laws. I thought we just had that
debate a couple of weeks ago.

Remember, for several years now, our
Democratic friends have claimed that
every successive election proved they
needed to grab partisan control over
our democracy. In 2016, 2018, and 2020,
win or lose—win or lose—when foreign
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